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Abstract 


This qualitative descriptive research employing phenomenological design described the lived 
experiences of students with reading difficulty under the modular learning modality in the new normal. 
The participants were the 5 students with reading difficulty who were purposively chosen based on 
inclusion criteria. The research instrument used in gathering the data was a semi-structured interview 
guide. Colaizzi’s method of data analysis was used in interpreting the qualitative research data. Results 
of the study showed that participants cannot decode words that they see in the module and the 
comprehension is low. The lack of family involvement is one of the contributing factors why the 
participants failed to accomplish modules in the intended time. Some of the participants are confronted 
with the truth that their parents or siblings cannot help them in any way in reading or in accomplishing 
their modules. As a way of coping, participants relied on their peers to survive every module per week 
and frequently resorted to activities where they feel more productive and inclined to. They also used 
mobile apps to look for answers if they need to. To address the issues, a training program must be 
conducted to further capacitate the teacher to be effective reading teachers. 
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Introduction 


The number of students who reach higher levels of elementary education without the 
capacity to read has been raising concerns among schools even before the pandemic happened 
(Unicef, 2022). In the new normal setup, the learning gap was even more evident because of 
students struggling to accomplish their Self-Learning Modules due to their difficulty in reading. 
The World Bank says in "The State of Global Learning Poverty: 2022 Update," that 9 out of 10 
children in the Philippines at late primary age are not proficient in reading. In the same article, 
Unicef estimates that as many as 70 percent of all children in low-income countries cannot read a 
simple sentence by the age of 10. 

The Malinao School for Philippine Craftsmen has recorded 78 students who are in need of 
remediation in reading from Grade 7 to Grade 9 of School Year 2019 — 2020. During the conduct 
of Modular Learning Modality in the school, teachers have received reports of students burning 
their modules as a sign of distress. Some parents, also admittedly express their incapacity to teach 
or help their children in accomplishing the modules that result in a more challenging situation for 
students with reading difficulty. 

This research is very significant to the researcher who is language teacher because there is 
a thorough need to understand the situation of students with reading difficulties for us to be able 
to apply necessary and appropriate interventions and behavior towards them. Thus, this study 
sought to describe the Lived Experiences of Students With Reading Difficulty Under Modular 
Learning Modality. 


Methodology 


In this study, the researcher used qualitative approach to obtain a deeper understanding of 
the Lived Experiences of Students with Reading Difficulty Under Modular Learning Modality. 
This allowed the researcher to explore in detail the experiences participants have had and how they 
made meaning of those experiences (Creswell, 2007). Furthermore, the researcher hoped in using 
a qualitative approach so that the participants would feel empowered to share their experiences, 


thus giving voice to their stories. 


The design of this study drew on aspects of phenomenology by Edmund Husserl and 
Martin Heidegger. Phenomenology seeks to explain the nature of things through the way people 
experience them. It translates literally as the “study of phenomena. This research design is best 


suited for this research because of its emphasis on understanding several individuals’ shared 
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experiences of a phenomenon, in this instance, the Lived Experiences of Students with Reading 


Difficulty Under Modular Learning Modality. 
Findings 


All the participants identified their positive experiences to be their time freedom in 
accomplishing their SLMs while being in the Modular Learning Modality. Despite being behind 
in learning, the participants remain hopeful towards their future and their dreams motivate them to 
continue studying. The participants were mainly having difficulty in the modular learning because 
of their lack of foundation. They cannot decode words that they see in the module and the 


comprehension is low. 


The lack of family involvement is one of the contributing factors why the participants fail 
to accomplish modules in the intended time. Some of the participants are confronted with the truth 
that their parents or siblings cannot help them in any way in reading or in accomplishing their 
modules. As a way of coping, participants are relying on their peers to survive every module week 
and frequently resort to activities where they feel more productive and inclined to. They also use 


mobile apps to look for answers if they need to. 


Overall, each subtheme of this study served as a glimpse of the lived experiences of 
students with reading difficulty while in the modular learning modality during the pandemic. This 
reality depicts the urgency of the need to address such learning gap in the country’s present 
situation. An enormous challenge because as the limited face-to-face classes eventually resume, 


these students’ struggles continue. 
Conclusion 


The study emphasized the struggles of students with reading difficulty, which is rarely 
studied, especially during pandemics. This study also perceived the coping mechanisms and 
strategies of the students. The researcher has interviewed five (5) students with reading difficulty. 


The following conclusions are met based on the study's findings: 


1. Accomplishing Self-Learning Modules is a time-consuming task hence, the participants feel 
comfortable knowing that they can manage their own time when to do their modules and when to 


take a break from doing so. 
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2. The participants did not choose their situation, it’s just that they were caught up in the situation 


that resulted in this learning difficulty. 


3. The support of family members and peers makes a difference in the participants’ learning and 
motivation to learn. Without their help, the participants lose their will to carry on with their school 


works, they resort to technology for answers or worse, just give up on the task. 


4. The willingness of the participants to learn reading must be propelled by the support and 
innovation of teachers and administrators to address the learning gap and administer the necessary 


actions to help the students. 
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